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Draft Statement
By
Dr. Nuria Sanz

Director, UNESCO Regional Office in Cairo, and Liaison Office to the
League of Arab State

On the Occasion of the Second Meeting of Arab Ministers Responsible
for Disaster Risk Reduction

21 August 2021. League of Arab States

Excellency Genral Khalil Basha Sairin, Minister of Interior of the
Republic of the Sudan

Excellency General Dr. al-Sheikh Hamad Bun Muhamed Al-Khalifa,
Minister of Interior of the Kingdom of Bahrain

Excellency Ambassador, Dr. Ali Bin Ibrahim Almalki, Deputy Secretary
General of the League of Arab States and President of the Economic
Affairs Sector

Excellency Ambassador Shahira Whebe, Director of the Housing, Water,
and Disaster Risk Reduction

Colleagues Representative of Regional and International Organization

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is my pleasure and honor to be with you today in this important
Ministerial Meeting. As your excellences review progress on disaster risk
reduction in the Arab Region, and plot the way toward making
communities across the Arab Region more knowledgeable, better
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prepared, and more resilient to disasters, allow me excellences to assure
you that UNESCO is committed to supporting Arab Member States in
achieving these objectives.

The region, as we have witnessed is vulnerable to natural disasters. Since
2000, we have seen an increasing frequency of major flooding due to
Cyclone activities and heavy rains that impacted Yemen, Somalia, Oman,
Jordan, Sudan, Gaza, and more recently Libya and the UAE and Oman.
Sand Storms are becoming more frequent, and the region’s vulnerability
to earthquakes was evident after the devastating earthquake in Syria.
We are witnessing increased frequency of forest and rangeland fires
across the region and major; often prolonged droughts affecting the
already water scarce region in the Mesopotamia, North Africa, and the
horn of Africa. As climate change impacts intensify, it becomes more
urgent and necessary to build resilience of communities, infrastructure,
and socio-economic systems.

We at UNESCO adopt a holistic view of Disaster Risk Reduction {DRR) that
recognizes, as integral, not only the Sendai Framework, but also other
global agendas including the Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris
Climate Agreement, the New Urban Agenda and the Biodiversity Agenda,
all of which include targets closely linked to Disaster Risk Reduction.
Building on UNESCO's strength in Natural Sciences, Social and Human
Sciences, Culture, Education, and Communication and Information, our
DRR programme adopts Multi-hazard approach covering meteorological
disasters including floods and droughts, geohazards including
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, and tsunamis. Our multi-disciplinary
approach allowing us to bring together expertise from within the
organization as well as from a network of UNESCO academic chairs and
centres of excellence to develop nature-based solutions, building codes,
policy advice, capacity building and awareness raising. All of this while
engaging multi-stakeholders including indigenous communities, policy
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makers, practitioners, civil defense, and local leaders in supporting the
building of resilient communities.

Through projects several Arab countries including Egypt, Sudan, Jordan,
and Yemen, we have built communities capacities for flood risk
management. We have also brought expertise to bare on protecting
cultural and natural heritage from natural disasters through technical
studies, policy advice and capacity building.

Allow me excellences to thank you and the Arab Coordination
Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction for embracing the efforts of the
Regional Office in Cairo, which is also the Liaison Office for the League of
Arab States in developing the Atlas for Natural Disasters in the Arab
Region. We are grateful to Member States for their cooperation and
participation in putting together the Atlas. However, as in any Atlas,
especially in changing environment, the work will need to be updated.
We count on your support in continuing to update the Atlas as we go
forwards. We thank the Kindgom of Bahrain for offering to host a
meeting dedicated to the Atlas as such will demonstrate that generating
and sharing knowledge work is a continuing process.

We are also grateful that you consider UNESCO as a partner in this
important endeavor. We take note of your esteemed council
encouragement for UNESCO to expand the Arabic Content of DRR library,
engage youth to enhance climate change adaptation, mitigation, and
resilience, and develop guidelines and training programmes. We also
take note of the specific requests made by Yemen, Sudan, and Palestine
to support these countries in building resilience to natural and man-
made disasters. We will coordinate with these member states, with our
offices in the region, with headquarters, and with our wide network of
international experts including Arab Expert and potential donors to
explore means of supporting these request in partnership with other UN
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Agencies, NGOs, communities, and with the secretariat of the Arab
Coordination Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Allow me excellences to thank your for the opportunity to address your
esteemed meeting, and to reiterate UNESCO commitment to reducing

disaster risks, building back better, and building, sharing, and
disseminating knowledge openly.
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Sixth Session of the Arab Coordination Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction
LAS High-Level Ministerial Meeting | 21 August 2024

Recorded Message

Distinguished Ministers and Esteemed Partners,

It is my great honour to address you today at the High-Level Ministerial Meeting during the Sixth

n
region has suffered ne
particularly devastating.

region.

In this context, strengtheni tonal and intra-regional collaborations is more vital than ever,
particularly for supporting the most vulnerable communities. By fostering collective efforts, we
can navigate these complexities and build a more resilient future.

The partnership between the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction {(UNDRR) and the
League of Arab States exemplifies the power of collaborative action. Our joint efforts enhance our

capacity to promote a comprehensive, all-of-society approach to disaster risk reduction,
addressing both natural and man-made hazards,
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As we move forward, it is essential that we focus on several critical areas to ensure our success.

First, we must prioritize investing in prevention, shifting our mindset and resources toward
proactive measures that can reduce risks before they escalate into disasters. This proactive
approach requires engaging all stakeholders—Ilocal communities, civil society, the private sector,
and academia—as disaster risk reduction is a shared responsibility extending beyond government
action alone.

Second, our efforts should be centered on people, particularly tt)e most vulnerable communities,
as resilience begins at the local level. Addressing gender and d : fﬁ?lity issues is equally important;

the needs of women and girls, often dlspropomonately affected by disasters, must be addressed
in planning and response,

Third, | cannot overstate the importance of
multihazard warnings enable communities to’
minimizing economic losses. The UN and partnét:
the necessity of inclusivity and ac
individual—especially the most vul .
from emerging threats.

Q.,\,early warnings. Reliable

G

pare and respond &ff tlvely, saving lives and

Disaster Risk Red uctlon’
to advance dis

| urge you all to partic ively in these processes to ensure that the region’s voices and

contributions are prominently represented, and to foster greater coherence and collaboration in
our efforts to build a more resilient future.

UNDRR remains committed to supporting the Arab region in its disaster risk reduction efforts.

Thank you, and | wish you a successful and productive meeting. | look forward to our continued
collaboration in the days and years ahead.
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